
St Silas family services 

Some thoughts, Kat Jones 19th October 2009

November:

This should act as an introduction to the three coming in January as I don’t want to get started on the stewardship stuff straight away as we will be tackling that in January in much more depth. 

The following could give a firm foundation for the sessions in January:  

I thought that we could have three messages:

1. God’s creation is good.  

Genesis 1:24 ‘and God saw that it was good’

That passage in timothy or somewhere and I cant find it about God making all things good and don’t say that it isn’t good….do you know where that is?

2. God’s creation praises God…..

 and does it even when we don’t!

Psalm 148 ‘…. Praise the Lord from the earth, you great sea creatures and all ocean depths, lightening and hail….’

Luke 19:39 ‘Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus: “Teacher, rebuke your disciples”.  “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out”.’

3. God’s creation is evangelistic.

Psalm 19:1-6

‘The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.  Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge. There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard.’

Romans 1:20  ‘For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities- his eternal power and divine nature – have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.’

Acts 14:17 ‘He has not left himself without testimony: he has shown kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides you with plenty of food and fills your hearts with joy’

We could also start with the proviso that Jesus is Lord of creation, he was there when the world was created, creation was done through him and for him. (ie Colossians 1:15-20)

Response:  We have a response to the fact that God made the world, God loves the world and that God’s creation worships Gods and tells us about him.  What flows from this is a responsibility to protect creation.  We can invite St Silas to join with other Christians at the climate march on 5th December. The Scottish march will be in Glasgow and it will be the biggest mobilisation of people on the issue of climate change yet.  There will be a service beforehand and many churches and Christian organisations will be taking part: Arocha, Church of Scotland, Tearfund, Christian aid etc are in the organising coalition.   

Other thoughts:

Song:  The Fischy music ‘Let the birds sing/sing to the music maker’ would be ideal for this service and linking all the family services.

I also found the song ‘Hear all creation’ by Margaret Walker/Keith Getty very powerful regarding the Luke 19 stuff.

And of course ‘great in power/Praise him you heavens’

January

The bible studies that I originally wrote
 can be adapted to the following pattern:  The titles are completely rough and I hope someone will come up with more inspiring titles!

Service 1: Jesus as Lord of Creation and redemption for creation.

Colossians 1:15-23, Revelation 21:1-5

Themes: Jesus as Lord of creation, agent of creation, reason for creation.  Jesus holding together creation and will redeem creation.  Looking at  Revelation passage and  Colossians passage together:  we might as well crack the ‘new earth’ nut as early in the series as possible!!

I wrote a shorter bible study on this for a Church of Scotland priority areas workshop on creation care and climate change based on the Colossians passage.  I attach this as an annex to this document. I hope that it will be useful in planning this.

Service 2: Importance of the relationships between God, his people and the land, our part in healing these relationships. 

Hosea: 4:1-3

Romans 8: 19-27

I see this study as being pretty similar to the one I originally wrote.  The basic message being that there is an intimate link between the health of the relationships between us and God, between each other, and the health of the environment.  This is taught really clearly in the Old Testament and, with Jesus’ death, God plans to finally reconcile all these relationships.  The Romans passage shows us that we Christians have a key role in delivering redemption for creation. 

Service 3: Our response: repentance, reconciliation, action and witness.

This session will look at our response to the environmental crisis of our causing.  An illustration of the injustice of the rich world causing the problems of global warming and the poorest reaping the devastation shows how useful Isaiah 53 can be in understanding a Christian response to global warming.  God wants us to come to a true repentance but an active repentance where we are part of the solution.

Isaiah 53, 2 Chronicles 7:12-14

This session should also bring up a discussion of the hope that we have as Christians to offer to people in the dark place that climate change will bring us.  Jesus offers an alternative to the materialism that many people’s life is focussed round and that is leading to environmental destruction.  But we need to look to our own witness to the world. 

Passage on hope etc. -  will find a good one – or please suggest one.

Annex:  Church of Scotland Workshop – Creation Time             

5th September 2009

45 Minutes

Ice breaker

Describe your favourite place.  Why do you like it?  If people do not know each other, please introduce yourselves before you speak

Worship

Listen to a track from the CD – ‘Let the whole earth praise him’ or similar.  Look at the pictures of nature, and the stones/flowers/other natural things that are before you.  Use the time to thank God for creation and to worship Him.

Then read together Psalm 148: Leader read the Psalm, and other read the Bold

Question

2. When do you feel Creation Praising God?

Read: Colossian 1:15-20

3. This passage describes Jesus in many different ways.  In your own words, bring out as many as these as you can.   Write these on a flip chart.

4. ‘In him all things hold together’  What does the this image cast up in your mind?  How do you image Christ holding all things together?

5. In v 19-20 what do we learn about God’s plans for the earth?

6. Listening to the news we hear the environmental new getting worse and worse.  How does a view of Christ as Sustainer, Reconciller and Creator give us hope?

7. Working in pairs, discuss what the Christian has to contribute to the discussions and activities of the environmental movement?  Come back and share your thoughts.  Reading the passage from Northcote’s book may help.

Response

Discuss how you plan to carry out this in your own Christian walk.

Prayer

Final prayer or:

Read 2 Chronicles 7:12-14 as a meditation and use the verses to come to repentance for our part in the exploitation of people and environment. 

“I have heard your prayer and have chosen this place for myself as a temple for sacrifices.  When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the land or send a plague among my people, if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”

Psalm 148

Praise the LORD. 

Praise the LORD from the heavens, 

praise him in the heights above.

Praise him, all his angels, praise him, 

all his heavenly hosts.

Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, 

all you shining stars.

Praise him, you highest heavens 

and you waters above the skies.

Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

for he commanded and they were created.

He set them in place forever and ever; 

he gave a decree that will never pass away.

Praise the LORD from the earth,

You great sea creatures and all ocean depths,

Lightning and hail, snow and clouds,

Stormy winds that do his bidding,

You mountains and all hills,

Fruit trees and all cedars,

Wild animals and all cattle,

Small creatures and flying birds,

Kings of the earth and all nations,

You princes and all rulers on earth,

Young men and maidens,

Old men and children.

Let them praise the name of the LORD,

for his name alone is exalted;

his splendour is above the earth and the heavens.

He has raised up for his people a horn, 

the praise of all his saints,

of Israel, the people close to his heart.

Praise the LORD.

In his book ‘A Moral Climate’ Michael Northcote writes: 

“The future God ordains is known, not in fear, but in faith, hope and love”.

‘Love is the form of knowledge that makes it possible to reflect on past moral wrongs, which have occasioned the present atmosphere of emissions of climate-changing gasses, without passing judgement.  For only such knowledge is able to redeem present industrial humans from the sense of being trapped by the actions of their ancestors, and from the guilt and the extent of their own present contributions to the problem.  The possibility of forgiveness, of making a new start, does not, therefore originate from human action but rather from the compassionate character of God.  Humans, in other words, cannot save themselves. Instead divine forgiveness by way of Good Friday and Easter Sunday enacts at the same time both judgement on sin and liberation from sin.  Past wrongs are judged as wrongs and yet their perpetrators and their victims are liberated by the cross and resurrection to become agents in the redemption of the earth.’

For further information, resources and bible studies please see:

http://www.carbonrationing.org.uk/file/files/christians-crags-and-climate-change-resources-for-churches

� available in full at: www.carbonrationing.org.uk/file/files/christians-crags-and-climate-change-resources-for-churches
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